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Hello everyone! Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall; 

All the king's horses and all the king's men 

Couldn't put Humpty together again. 

You may ask why I’m reciting Humpty Dumpty. We will discuss that later.  

What I am really here to talk to you about is tikkun olam. Tikkun Olam is the Hebrew 

concept of healing and repairing the world. Tikkun Olam is found in the Mishnah, a book of 

rabbinic teachings. The phrase originated among the early rabbis. A famous rabbi, Rabbi Isaac 

Luria, said the world was made up of good and evil, and it is our responsibility to repair the bad 

and preserve the good in our world. This job is never finished so we must constantly fulfill our 

duty.  

The story of Tikkun Olam was created by Rabbi Luria in the 1500’s. According to the 

story, God contained divine light into 10 special vessels. He sent them down to Earth but some 

broke, creating shards and hidden sparks of light. Some of the light stuck to the broken shards of 

the broken vessels. The broken shards represent the evil on Earth. The light that attached itself to 

the shards feeds it its power. Adam, the first man, was supposed to restore the light, but his sin 

(with the fruit) interfered with this. As a result, good and evil were evenly mixed in the world. 

God created people to gather the hidden sparks, and once they were all gathered, the world 

would be perfect. Some of the shards became attached to human souls causing them to be bad.  

I find this story interesting and how the representation of evil is modeled through broken 

vessels and how good is represented through light. It makes sense how individuals must do good 

and contribute to the “repairing of the world”, and by doing this we are gathering the sparks or 

lost light. There will always be evil, but it is up to us humans, to prevent the evil from taking 

over the good.  



Back to Humpty. The reason why I selected Humpty Dumpty was because he broke into 

a thousand pieces and was never repaired. This is just like the broken shards and how they will 

never be fully fixed.  

In Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland, the egg-shaped character Humpty Dumpty said, “When 

I use a word, it means just what I choose it to mean—neither more nor less.” Then Alice 

responded, “The question is, whether you can make words mean so many different things.”  And 

Humpty Dumpty returned with, “The question is, which is to be master—that's all.” 

This quote portrays Humpty Dumpty as a stubborn character. I say this because he is 

saying he is the master and words can only have one meaning. If tikkun olam only had one 

meaning then we would only be repairing one thing in the world. With a wide variety of 

definitions, humans can act upon the word in their own way. Alice is saying that words should 

have multiple meanings based on how someone defines it. I believe her interpretation of words 

having multiple meanings is accurate and more thoughtful than Humpty’s. 

 

So how does an individual follow this concept? One can do so many things to repair the 

world and everything helps. Our MJW graduation project, working with Succeed2Gether, was 

following tikkun olam. I began working with a student from China. He wasn’t the best at 

speaking English but I could tell he was eager to learn. As his book buddy and reading tutor, we 

worked together to sound out long words and develop vocabulary. He slowly started to pick it up 

and it felt awesome to be able to help a child, trying to learn English, develop stronger reading 

and writing skills. After 4 or 5 weeks he moved back to China. I hope that I was able to teach 

him something that would stick with him forever. After my experience with Succeed2Gether I 

started to tutor kids at the Bellevue Branch Library. I reached out to about 50-60 people to see if 

anyone wanted a free tutor for their child. About 8 people immediately responded. I was only 

able to work with three every week and I worked as a math tutor. Although working with a 

program that helps kids get free tutoring is amazing, it felt special that I was able to start my own 

thing. I worked with the three students for about 6 weeks and then I worked with only one of 

them for about another 3 weeks. Being able to positively impact a students academic 



achievement not only raised their spirits, but made me happy knowing I was giving back to the 

world.  

It is important to do repairing but to also maintain the good and keep out the evil. By 

doing this we can slowly fix the problems with our world, and even help get rid of the problems 

in someone else’s life.  

 How can you do something for tikkun olam on a daily basis?  


