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What it means to be part of the community. 

Good morning everyone! I hope you all are having an amazing National 

Rotisserie Chicken Day. (Motion to the crowd.) Yup, it’s an actual thing. I googled 

it, and Google doesn’t lie. Anyways, as Pastor Martin Niemöller once said, “First 

they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a socialist. 

Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out—because I was not 

a trade unionist. Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I 

was not a Jew. Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me.  

Although Pastor Martin Niemöller wasn’t Jewish, this quote teaches us a valuable 

lesson about one of the central ideas of Judaism: Community. As I interpret this 

quote, Pastor Martin Niemöller means that we must all stand unified, as opposed to 

on our own, for we are a much greater force together. We must look out for each 

other, which is part of being in a community. 

An example of looking out for each other is exemplified in my Mitzvah 

project. For my Mitzvah project, I worked in the Book Buddies program through 

Succeed2gether. Succeed2gether helps low income families with free programs to 

boost many aspects of their children’s lives. Statistics show that students in low 



income families have a higher likelihood of falling behind in school, and often 

struggle to read at their grade level. The Book Buddies program offers a free 

one-on-one session with the child and a reader. The sessions are meant to build 

friendships, boost self-confidence, and improve literacy skills. I had the pleasure to 

work with an amazing six year old boy named Ethan who was very energetic, 

intelligent, and kind.  

When I first walked into the public library, (where the program is located,) I 

was pretty nervous. I knew I was “tutoring” someone, but I didn’t know their 

name, their gender, their age, nor anything about this program; so I kind of thought 

Michal was setting me up for a disaster. Yet, when I saw Ethan’s face, everything 

changed. My fears all vanished at the sight of his ear-to-ear grin. Ever since that 

moment, Ethan and I have built a stronger connection with one another. He has 

improved his reading, writing, and social skills, and I feel that I have improved the 

community through this small act of kindness. 

Being a Jewish adult can be challenging because some feel that the Torah 

obligates them to perform mitzvot on a daily basis to help the community. In 

twenty days I will be turning thirteen and I am officially a Jewish adult. This 

means that I will have to behave in a way that is beneficial to the community. Even 

little things such as standing up for people in need, like Pastor Martin once wished 



he could do, or performing acts of community service, like my fellow classmates 

and I did, will help the community. A kind community is one that I will want to 

live in, and it starts with us making it a better place.  

Thank you all for your time, and I hope you enjoy the rest of your National 

Rotisserie Chicken day. 

 


